Do the 'Baby Doe' rules discriminate against infants?
This essay consists of a critical examination of the 'Baby Doe' rules with respect to their proscription of references to quality of life considerations as a basis for treatment decisions. It is argued that the rules cannot and should not obviate references to the infant's quality of life. Further, it is argued that there are not sufficient differences between infants and adult incompetent patients to justify the use of quality of life assessments with regard to the latter and not the former.